Welcome to the summer edition of the Link Schools n ewsletter which is packed full of news and
events such as the results of the “Why do you go to school’ poster activity, ‘Walk for Scotland’
and the ‘Great Scottish Run’. You can gain an inter  esting insight into how Pupil Councils
function in South Africa and find out about a day i n the life of a Malawian pupil. Happy reading!

A day in the life of a Malawian pupil

Activities :

www.ltscotland.org.uk/curriculumforexcellence/exper iencesandoutcomes/ .
Early:

First:

Second:

Third:

LCD GLOW site

Link Community Development will have its own GLOW page up and running shortly, designed by a
former Global Teacher Caroline Gibson. Join LCD and Caroline Gibson for our first online ‘GLOW
meet’ for Link Schools on 15" June at 4pm_ for a live discussion which will cover the following areas:

What to send

Joint curricular projects

Fundraising and getting others involved
Please spread the word to people you know who may be interested in joining the Link
Schools Programme. We will send you more details shortly by email.
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Updates

Can you help us to rai_se £5,000 to improve education in Africa?

Global Teachers Programme 2009

Fourteen enthusiastic teachers and one facilitator have
been selected to visit the Malawi School Improvement
Project in July 2009 as part of the Global Teachers
Programme.

The group, who will be staying with a Malawian host
family, completed their first training weekend at the
Stirling Management Centre last month where they
learned about the Malawian education system, their | .. Teachers 2009 at the training day
placement and INSET in Malawi. We wish them the best in the Stirling Management Centre

of luck for when they leave on the 27" June.

Malawian phone numbers are changing...

Welcome to the our Link Schools

Garvel Deaf School, Inverclyde linked with Mua School for the Deaf, Dedza, Malawi
Caldercuilt Primary School, Glasgow linked with Mkomeko Primary School, Dedza, Malawi
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Reviewing the Link Schools Programme in Scotland

Link Schools Programme

provide guidance and advice to the teachers
Curriculum based resources

‘20 good partnership ideas’

LCD’s induction process

LTS networking events: Edinburgh, Glasgow, Invernes s and Aberdeen

Attached to this newsletter you will find 6
good ideas to help with global teaching and learning using
the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child

LTS International Education Showcase event at Hampd en, 15" May 2009

10 out of the
40 schools
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How do Pupil Councils in South Africa and Scotland compare?

Link Community Development actively promotes community and pupil participation in school decision
making and school improvement activities in our five programme countries: South Africa, Malawi,
Ethiopia, Ghana and Uganda.

We asked the pupils of Mount Fletcher School in
Eastern Cape, South Africa and their Link School
Nairn Academy in Highland region about their
involvement in their Pupil Council (or Representative
Council of Learners in South Africa), the Link Schools
Programme and how it has impacted on their lives.

Thlokomelo, Katleho, Taelo and Lona from Mount
Fletcher School, and Ophelia Gunn and Becky Orlinski,
S2 pupils from Nairn Academy, who act as the chair and
vice-chairperson of their Pupil Council give their Pupil Council interviewees at Mount Fletcher:
responses below. Thlokomelo, Katleho, Taelo, and Lona

Q: What partnership activities are carried outbyt  he
Pupil Council?

A: “Our Pupil Council is represented in the School Linking Committee. We encourage other
learners to participate in the thematic activities i.e. postcard exchanges, inform other learners
about upcoming Reciprocal Visits, participate in promoting school displays on linking.”

A: Being chairperson and vice—chairperson makes us very active members of the Pupil Council.
We have not discussed the link as part of Pupil Council, but intend to do so actively in the next
few months; maybe to make a tourist brochure of our town which we can send to them — we hope
that they might do the same.

Q: What kind of decisions have you made as a member of the Pupil Council?
A: “Consultative decision on the learner code of conduct, keeping our school environment neat
and clean. We also decide about school attendance by learners including weekend and morning
classes.”
A: “Decisions are made by the whole Council, not just one person. The kinds of decisions are
usually very practical — e.g., where pupils are allowed to go at break; the state of the school toilets
(not enough of them). Our Eco-group is a sub-group of the Pupil Council and they have helped to
encourage recycling, reducing energy consumption, and promoting Water Aid”.

Q: How often does your Pupil Council meet?

A: “We meet at least once per quarter. The chairperson leads meetings and the secretary takes
minutes.”

A: Once or twice a month, but we should probably meet more often.

Q: What kind of projects have you been involved in as a member of the Pupil Council?

A: “Learning area projects in Music, Geography and English and a library project which has just
been started through joint fundraising with Nairn Academy. Our pen pals project has also
regained strength.”
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A: “School magazines every term; improving school facilities; improving school meals; improving
school transport”.

Q: How have you involved the school community as pa rt of the Pupil Council?

A: “We have encouraged other learners to remind their parents about scheduled school meetings
they have to attend, organised role plays for parents about the importance of education and
encouraged attendance of leaner farewell functions by parents.”

A: “We involve various groups in the school to take part in making decisions, as well as

fundraising. We have regular meetings with the Head Teacher, and provide feedback to our class
peers”.

Q: What do you like most about having a link with a school in Scotland?

A: “We write and receive letters from our friends in Scotland and we exchange historical
information with learners from Nairn Academy.”
“At times we receive lessons from Nairn Academy teachers visiting our school.”

“Our teachers then give us first hand information after their visits to Scotland.”

“We do cultural exchange activities including our traditional music and dance.”

A: Being able to communicate and help people who live so far away. Being able to have contact with
people in South Africa. Maybe being able to visit them one day!

Q: How has being in the Pupil Council made a differ ~ ence to your confidence levels?

A: “We are now confident enough to stand in front of other learners, able to sit at the negotiation tab

with the School Management Team and have been representing other learners on the School
Governing Body.”

“We are now able to develop an agenda for students’ meetings and lead learner meetings with success

and write reports.”

A: “l have more confidence in leadership and in talking to pupil assemblies. | feel more
comfortable talking to large groups of people”.

Q: Are you able to participate in making decisions about the link i.e. what to send to your
partner school, what projects you should work on to gether?

“The Fair Trade Group put their small profits towards raising money for the Link School pupil
exchange. We were involved in meeting the two teachers that came over from South Africa last
year. When their pupils come to visit our school in 2011 we will be involved in making them feel
welcome and organising events for them. The teachers decide which projects to work on together
as part of class work, but it would be fun if we could suggest some ideas as well”.

Thanks very much to all of the members of the Pupil s Councils from Mount Fletcher School
and Nairn Academy who took part in this questionnai re for your interesting answers.
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Activities and resources: Why do you go to school?

Twenty-three Scottish schools and thirty African schools took part in the ‘Why do you go to School’ joint
poster activity to raise awareness of the importance of education and highlight the Millennium
Development Goal target of primary school education for all children. The results were really interesting
with many pupils focusing on the reasons for going to school, pupils’ ambitions as well as focusing on
why children in Africa may not go to school.

Posters from Scottish schools

Posters from African schools

If you have received posters back from your Link School you may now want to use them as a basis for a
lesson covering Global Citizenship issues such as rights and responsibilities, sustainable development
and specific education areas such as girls’ access to education or the impact of poverty:

Poverty may impact on families as parents have to cover the cost of uniforms and school supplies.
Families may need children to work to contribute to the family income or care for siblings.

Girls’ education: In some cultures around the world boys are given priority when funds for
education are limited. Girls may be forced to marry young, drop out of school and dedicate
themselves to housework.

Ask pupils to suggest reasons why girls’ rights to education are important. Answers could include:

A girl who goes to school and stays there is more likely to postpone marriage and childbirth;

Educated women provide better health care for themselves and their children, meaning lower
maternal and infant mortality rates;

The more time girls spend in schools, the more likely they are to be mothers who are healthy, well
nourished, economically empowered and resourceful.

If you received posters from your Link School but y ou did not send any please reciprocate by
sending your posters back in the next mailing after the summer holidays.
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